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"We're hoping as time goes on, we'll have improved tide




models, improved atmospheric pressure estimates and
also better ways to use the GRACE data themselves," Wilson told New Scientist.

Thwarted plans

The Greenland Ice Sheet holds about 2.85 million cubic kilometres of ice - 10% of the world's ice mass. If it
all melted, it would raise the average sea level about 6.5 metres.

This is not GRACE's first measurement of an ice sheet. Another team at the University of Colorado, Boulder,
US, similarly used the GRACE system to show that the Antarctic ice sheet was losing about 152 cubic
kilometres annually from 2002 to 2005 (See Gravity reveals shrinking Antarctic ice).

"We should be making plans for the next generation of gravity satellites, but with the cutback in NASA
funding for Earth science, this is not happening,” says Hansen, who earlier in 2006 accused officials at NASA
headquarters of trying to stop him from speaking out on greenhouse gas emissions (See Top climatologist
accuses US of trying to gag him).

Journal reference: Science (DOI:10.1126/science.1129007)
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